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September 1, 2026

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin
Secretary of Homeland Security
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Mullin:

As we approach the November 2026 elections, I’d ask you to confirm a simple statement: the
Department of Homeland Security will not send armed federal agents to the polls or to unlawfully
seize election materials of any kind. The President has made it clear through speeches, statements,
official guidance, and continued legal action that he is seeking to use all possible tools to interfere
with the midterms, to include publicly lamenting that he did not send federal forces to the polls in
2020. So when and if the President orders the use of Department of Homeland Security agents in
November, it will fall on you to make a fundamental choice on how to respond. I therefore hope
you will confirm that deploying federal law enforcement to polling places for political purposes
would undermine the integrity of our free and fair elections and pose an existential threat to our
democracy.

It is hard to miss that the President is laying the groundwork to send armed agents to the polls
during the midterm elections. President Trump has made clear his belief that the only way
Republicans can lose the midterms is if they are stolen.' He has said over 100 times this year that
the 2020 election was rigged and that he would like to “nationalize” our elections.! He is attempting
to change the rules of the Postal Service to disrupt mail-in voting, used the FBI to seize local
election records in Georgia, and sued for voter rolls in Michigan and 29 other states.'! On May 12,
he would not rule out sending federal law enforcement to polling places during the midterms, just
like you, Secretary Hegseth, and Acting ICE Director Lyons have refused to do under oath.™ This is
not a new idea for the President — he drafted an Executive Order to have the Department of
Homeland Security seize voting machines and ballots in December 2020." This year, he sent 2,000
federal law enforcement agents into Minnesota over the objections of its governor and threatened to
invoke the Insurrection Act to use the military for domestic law enforcement." The story is clear as
day. As someone who barricaded herself in her office on January 6, 2021, and faced an attempted
criminal indictment at the President’s direction, I have learned to believe him when he tells us what
he is going to do.

To be clear, it is unlawful to deploy federal law enforcement to polling locations. Since 1865,
federal law has prohibited deploying armed men to polling places except to “repel armed enemies of
the United States”—an exception no President has ever invoked, including during World War II or
just after September 11th."! Earlier this year, the Commander of Northern Command testified that
he was unaware of any threat that met this standard and confirmed that sending troops to polling
places for political purposes would be illegal." But on June 14, you said on television that DHS
would be sent to polling places in November to respond to any threats if needed—and you reiterated
this again just today.™ Our nation relies on state and local law enforcement to protect us from
legitimate threats to our elections—not armed federal agents. I have repeatedly asked both you and



Department of Defense officials for information on any threats to the election that rise to the level
of needing armed federal agents and have not received any evidence to support that claim.

This issue has been taken so seriously by previous generations that the law states that anyone who
deploys armed federal agents where an election is being held could face criminal liability, including
up to five years in prison. The Founders believed that protecting against federal interference in
voting was so fundamental to our democracy that they placed the power to administer elections with
the states in the very first article of our Constitution. As one constitutional scholar put it, “If a
president is truly determined to make himself a dictator, the question at the end of the day is
whether the military and other force-deploying agencies of the federal government are willing to go
along.”* Thus, our nation’s senior-most defense and homeland security leaders are the final failsafe
for our democracy.

Given that, I feel compelled to ask for your confirmation regarding the concerns below that fall
squarely into the constitutional responsibilities that you swore to uphold. The Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff confirmed to me last week that “[e]lection administration and security remain the
fundamental responsibility of state and local officials.” He also said the Joint Force has “no plans to
send Federal military personnel or Federalized members of the National Guard to polling places
during the 2026 elections” and “no plans to use such personnel to seize ballots, voting machines, or
other election-related material.” I hope you can provide the same confirmation.

e Please confirm publicly that the Department of Homeland Security has no plans to and will
not send armed agents to polling places during the 2026 elections.

e Please confirm that you have no plans to and will not send armed agents to unlawfully seize
ballots, voting machines, or other election-related material.

e Given your comments this morning and previously that DHS agents may be deployed if a
threat arises and given that such a presence has not been necessary previously—even during
World War II or after September 11" —please inform Congress of any specific threats you
believe state and local law enforcement would be unable to handle that would necessitate
deployment of armed federal agents during the November elections.

e Ifyou were ordered by President Trump to send armed agents for political purposes to be
present at the polls or to unlawfully seize election materials, would you refuse such an
order?

e If'the President directed you to use armed agents to prevent the lawful seating of Members
of Congress or state officials following the 2026 elections, would you refuse such an order?

I look forward to your response by September 10, 2026 on these issues that are critical to American
democracy.

Sincerely,

AL

Elissa Slotkin
United States Senator
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CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, DC 20318-9999

The Honorable Elissa B. Slotkin
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Slotkin:

Thank you for your letter dated August 18, 2026, regarding the upcoming November
2026 midterm elections and the role of the U.S. Armed Forces. 1 appreciate the opportunity to
respond and to reaffirm our steadfast commitment to constitutional principles.

The American Military is a non-partisan Armed Force. As the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, I provide my best military advice to the President, Secretary of War, National
Security Council, and the Homeland Security Council.

Every member of the U.S. Armed Forces takes an oath to support and defend the
Constitution of the United States, and the Joint Force has acted, and will continue to act, in
accordance with the Constitution and the law.

Election administration and security remain the fundamental responsibility of state and
local officials. The Joint Force has no plans to send Federal military personnel or Federalized
members of the National Guard to polling places during the 2026 elections. Likewise, the Joint
Force has no plans to use such personnel to seize ballots, voting machines, or other election-
related material.

I have neither received nor anticipate receiving any unlawful order concerning the role of
the Joint Force in the upcoming November 2026 midterm elections.

I stand ready to discuss this matter further with you or with other Senators.

ANIEL CAINE
eneral, U.S. Air Force
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